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REPORT OF THE CIVIL AERCNAUTICS BOARD
of the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Axrcraft an
Air Cerrier COperation

A Douglas DC-3 zircraft, LC 17332, owmed and operated by Amcerican Airlines,
Inc., reccived minor damage in en sceident vrhich occurrcd ¢t cbout 9:17 p.m.
on February 5, 1942, at the Municipel Arrport, Little Rock, Arxansas. No in-
juries were sustained by any of the scven passengers or the crew of three. The
. crew consisted of Captain Shcldon T. Shoff, First Officer Herbert L. Grey, both
of whom were properly certificated and upproprlutaly retod, ana the stcowardess,

. Gracia North.

The flight, designated by Americen hAirlines cs Trip 23-11, originated at
. New York, New York, with Fort Worth, Texas, ss its dustination. Secvcral inter-

 mediate stops
' 7:51 P.m. the

were made enroute, including onc ot Memphis, Tennessco. At
trip departed from Mcmphis, writh 360 gallons of gasoline, for

little Rock, Arkansas, on a flight plen which gave Lemphis as the alternate.

The flight procceded normally untal 1t had nasscd oveR Brainkley, Arkansas,
which is located about 60 niles cast-northouast of Io-stle Rock., The trip then
began to encounter reain and turbulcenee fhizeh becaae increasingly scvere 2s 1t
approached Little Rock. After several attcmpts the crew made a radio contact
with the Iaittle Rock ground station zt about 8:45. Thoy were advised that a
thundcrstorm was in progress over the cirport. By thet time they had entercd
an zrca of severe turbulcnce and lighthinz, cecommeanied by heevy rain asnd hail.,

At tbout 8:55

they passed over the Little Rock Honge Station, end, in order

to get out of the storm, proceedud on soutirrest. In the vicinity of Bonton,

Arksnsas, the

flicht brokce out ainto clezr weather. Ceptzan Shoff circled be-

tween Benton and Little Rock for spproximstely 12 mnutcs, iaiting for the
storm to leave the vzeinity of the ficld.

At 9:12 thc captailn decided that o 1‘nu1nr could be made, wnd wos informed
by the compeny station thet tle -nnd sos sest-southirest 8 n.p,h. Vhilc liming
up for zn approzch to the southh on tnu north—south rumiey, nc obscrved thut the
airplanc was drifting considerzbly Lo the left. At this point tae ground
stetion adviscd ham that the wind hed shifted to est-10; [1fteen seconds
later 1t had shifted to rest-noriawcst-12. Tho coptrin decided not to containuc
with the gpproach to the south but to swing around in & wide crc, comng in
from the southcust on the nortirrzst-scuthezst runvsy. About the time the trap
passed over the field, 1t waes adviscd that the vind had ebunged to north.rust-12

end “rs quite

vericbie, Jllumingtod by frequent lighining fleoshes, the rumer

was plainly visible. The air “ras furbulcnt, «nd ¢t onc point, whale 150 fcet
off the ground, tho cirplonc veos throm to the rignt by wn cxcepticnealily

severe gust.

southeast end
The threttlcs
the ground in

Shoff realigned the circreft -iitn the rumey nd crossed the
at about 20 feet altitnde wmath zn indiccted cir speed of 90 mip.h.

were eclosed, cnd th. cirplone cantinued to descond until 1t touched

a normel ~rhecel landing cbout one—quortoer of the 2y do.m the

4100-foot rumray. After 1t had meilced bout 1000 fect cnd just altcr the toil
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wheel hed touched the ground, the ship balleoned to chout 10 fect off the
ground and flected for o distrnee of approximetely 1000 feet. VYhen the ship
agzin mode contact 1ath the run iy, the captoin opplicd brekes, but wthout
eifeet, The nor cephalt rumce, slick -math weter from the preccding roan,
offorcd prreticelly no troetion to the whe:ls., Shoff citempitcd to groundloos
to thuy 1oft, but te no evial, znd the sirplance ran off the .nd of the run o7,
crosscd o small intorvening straip of sod, hit a2 "-arc fineo ot the wnd of the
ficld, and canmc to rust ¢straide the funce vith 2ts right whell an o ditch.

Subscquent investigetion revecled theat the brokes -wore in soed nechonic:
condition. The ~hecl tracks wede by the sairplone on the rume oy, hovover, she
thet the only time the brakes hed boon effective “ros 1vhen the cirplcone cross
o conercta strip scbout 175 foet 1n -radth ot the ond of the rum—ey. This ios
ingsufficient te do mor. then slovr the plance dom. Ceiling rnd vasibility an
the vaeinity were cbove therguired mininums, but waing cenditions sere abnon
L smrll lornade hod passed through ine business scetion of Little Rock, rbou
2% mics from the cirport, cpproximatily ¢ holf-hour before the secidunt ond
hed coused considoerabls came ge, clthougn the Wicther Burosy, some nine blocks
cuzy from the peth of the tornsdo, rcecorded ne vinas of unususl velocity.

PROBABLE CAUSE: Peor brok. rucetion duc to slippery rumray surfoce.

CONTRIBUTING FACTOR: Gusty winnd on ground, c.wsihg cirpline to boiloon.
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